Real Pattern and Group Agency

Abstract: Let a system count as an agent insofar as its behavior robustly displays certain real
patterns, albeit in the presence of some noise. Group entities of quite familiar kinds will display
agency by this Dennettian criterion. The patterns they display may emerge on the basis of mem-
ber regulation but they will be nonetheless real, nonetheless robust and nonetheless relevant in
drawing up an inventory of the agents that operate in social life.



